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Continued on page 2  

Itõs early morning and we arrived in Chinle, AZ the night before. 

Today we will begin our journey to visit the Elders at their homes. 

Over the next 2 days we will travel over 140 miles round trip to  

visit Elders on their homelands.  

Our first visit is to Annie Bedonieõs homeland. She seems to be 

ready and waiting for us when we all arrive. She had a good winter 

and is doing well. She brings out a beautiful Storm pattern Rug she 

wants us to buy so she can have money for her grandkids to help 

feed them.  

Next we travel down the dirt road close to the Mesaõs to Ella 

Yazzieõs homeland. She lives in a Hogan and has not been feeling 

well. We check in to see if she needs firewood. Itõs still very cold on 

the land and has stayed very cold all of May. She is very happy for 

the visit and we talk about her animals and the time she came to 

Park City. It makes her smile.  

We drive to several Elderõs homes who are not at home and  

continue our journey on the dirt roads which have been recently 

graded because of all the rains.  
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Home visits with the Elders 

Annie Bedonie at home in Roughrock. 

Ella Yazzieõs Hogan in Rough Rock. Sarah Etcittyõs trailer in Many Farms. 
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Our next visit is to Sarah Etsittyõs old trailer. We find her busy sweeping the sand from 

her doorway. She has wintered well and tells us she is good. We check to see if she has 

woods, which is what she mostly requests help for. She is 88 Years old now.  

When youõre out visiting Elders you are far from any food or gas station. Delorcita 

Francis offers to feed us and we travel to Rockpoint to her homeland. She is a very fine 

weaver and shows us her rug she wants to sell. She has fixed us spaghetti and tortilla 

bread for lunch. We visit the homes of six more Elders but were unable to visit some of 

the Elders who live across the wash due to the high waters that have flooded them.  

We stay mostly on the main roads. Several vehicles we are told have been sunk in the 

washes.  We end the day and have enjoyed our visits and hearing about the Elders. 

Our bodies are a little sore from bumping along the roads. Our next day we will travel 

to Nazlini and visit several families at their 

homes.  

Nettie Tsinajinnie is struggling now to weave 

as many rugs she can. 

When we arrive she is 

waiting for us. Her 

daughter has called me 

several times to check to 

see when I would come 

to see her. She spins her 

own wool and uses plant 

dyes to make a rug.  

Nettie is waiting for us 

and has her rug on the 

table when we arrive. 

Weaving is her life and 

she is hoping to weave 

one more rug before I return in  

October.  

We travel six more miles to her sisterõs 

home, Marie Nez. Marie lives with her 

daughter Wanda Tracy. They are both 

very fine weavers. Wanda sits at the loom and is working on a rug that is all 

vegetal dyes that I have ordered. She is also busy with grandkids. She only has 

one vehicle for all of the family and takes everyone where they need to go. 

She weaves as often as she can and also spends a lot of time collecting plants 

to dye her wool.  

Her mother Marie weaves most of the time and brings out the rugs sheõs  

woven over the winter and early spring. The large Storm pattern rug is all from 

her own sheep wool and she uses the plants and the natural sheep wool for 

her rug. The visits make the Elders very happy. They count on these rugs to 

sell to support people rather than at the auctions. Itõs been 2 days of visits and 

now itõs time for the Food Run.  

Rugs will be on our website and at several shows throughout the summer. 

 

Delorcita Francis with 
her rug. 

Nettie Tsinajinnie with her handspun rug. 

Wanda Tracy working on her 
beautiful Burnt Water rug. 

Marie Nez with her large handspun, 
vegetable dye rug. 
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Annie Bedonie, Many Farms 

Arlene Reed, Navajo Mountain 

Betty W. Yazzie, Pinion Ethel Tsinnijinnie, Many Farms Henry Doctor, Kayenta 

Alma White, Kayenta 

The beautiful faces 
of the Elders 

Chee Scott, Birdsprings Alvina Long, Birdsprings 
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At Tsaile, Judy OõDay spent time 
with Mary Chee who is going blind. 

Grace Smith Yellowhammer is honored 
at Teesto for her love and dedication to 
serving her Elders. 

Sarah Sifers honors Annie Begay with 
a handmade quilt at Big Mountain. 

Geneva Yazzie lost her mother and 
brought roses to honor the grandmas. 

At Leupp, Linda Myers holds Delores 
McCabe who is mostly blind. 

Moments  
of the Heart 

Veteran John Aldrich received 
this quilt at the Rug Show 
veterans ceremony. He chose 
to honor William Singer with it 
at Dilkon. 

Homevisit with Jennie 
Todechine. 

At Many Farms, Fannie Bahe is cared 
for by her granddaughter. 
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Grandmas at Oljato receive their 
letters from their sponsors. 

Ella Rose Cly at Oljato smiles as she 
receives help from her sponsor. 

Caroline Murdock hands Bessie Paul 
her letters at Dilkon. 

Ashley Lopez is a big help as she 
oversees the distribution of certificates 
for the Elders. 

Victor McCabe reads his letter at 
Leupp. 

Andy Endischee, Navajo Mountain, 
reads his letter from his sponsor. 

Receiving Food 
Certificates and 
Firewood Vouchers 
are very important 
to each Elder 

CJ Robb ensures each Elder 
receives everything ordered by 
the sponsors. 

Kurt Musgrave hands certificates to 
Lillie Nez at Sanders. 


